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Two Riverside County Departments Join Forces to Combat Real Estate
Fraud
The Riverside County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder and District Attorney are teaming up to prevent
real estate fraud Spurred by the volume of foreclosures in the region. Beginning in September, Riverside
County Assessor-County Clerk–Recorder Larry Ward and District Attorney Paul Zellerbach will issue
property owners an advisory letter on foreclosures and loan modifications whenever a Notice of Default
is recorded.
“We are committed to protecting residents from scam artists who offer bogus loan modifications, taking
advantage of people already in financial trouble” Ward said.
Zellerbach hopes the new notice will quickly alert homeowners to possible fraud and help prosecutors
investigate questionable activity, limiting the number of innocent victims.
“The notices also should help deter real estate fraud and reduce losses from these crimes,” he said.
A Notice of Default is the first stage of the foreclosure process. Unscrupulous individuals use this
information to target victims, offering loan modification services at extremely high costs without
performing any services. Some will ask the homeowner to transfer the property to them or to a third
party, offering to rent it back to the homeowner until they can make up the payments.
The new letter will explain that a Notice of Default was recorded and will include a copy of the first three
pages of the recorded document. It will warn residents to be cautious of people who offer to assist in
real estate matters especially those who seek payment in advance of performing services. Contact
information for the Riverside County District Attorney’s real estate fraud unit also will be included, in
case the owner suspects fraud.

For more information, visit www.RiversideACR.com or www.RivCoDa.org.
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FORECLOSURE AND LOAN MODIFICATION ADVISORY LETTER

Dear Homeowner:
Riverside County’s Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder and District Attorney are both committed to protecting
their residents from real estate fraud.
Recently a NOTICE OF DEFAULT was recorded in the Riverside County Recorder’s office affecting your real
property. Copies of the first three pages are shown on the attachment. You may be contacted by people who offer
to assist you in your real estate matters. These offers may not be in your best interest and they may be deceptive,
fraudulent, or illegal.
You should be especially cautious of people who seek money by cash, check, or credit card from you in advance
of performing services, such as a loan modification. Be wary of signing documents regarding these services.
Once a Notice of Default has been recorded, it is illegal for anyone who meets the definition of a “foreclosure
consultant”, including licensed agents and brokers, to collect fees in advance of performing these services. (Civil
Code § 2945.1)
You may wish to do something promptly to prevent losing your home in foreclosure. Free resources are
available to help you. A few are listed below.
Fair Housing Council of Riverside
County, Inc.
(800) 655-1812
http://fairhousing.net

Homeowner’s HOPE Hotline and
Loan Modification Scam Alert
(888) 995-HOPE (4673)
www.LoanScamAlert.org

Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)
(877) 622-8525
www.hud.gov/fha

Please take a moment to carefully review the Notice of Default. If you are aware of this document and you are
not concerned, you need do nothing further. However, if you feel that you may be a victim of a crime, you may
wish to contact the County of Riverside District Attorney’s Real Estate Fraud Unit by sending an email to
REFraudUnit@RivCoDa.Org or by calling 1 (877) 723-7779. You may also fill out a Real Estate Fraud
Complaint Form, which can be forwarded to the District Attorney’s office. This form may be found on the
District Attorney’s website at: www.RivCoDa.org. From the home page click “Real Estate Fraud” under News
Releases and on the next page click “Real Estate Complaint Form.” You may also telephone your local law
enforcement agency to have this matter investigated.
Sincerely,

PETER ALDANA
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder

MICHAEL HESTRIN
District Attorney

P.O. Box 751, Riverside, CA 92502-0751
(951) 486-7000 www.RiversideACR.com

3960 Orange Street, Riverside, CA 92501
(951) 955-5400 www.RivCoDa.org

